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Edgewood Fire Incident — August 30, 2025

On August 30, 2025, at approximately 4:54 p.m., a 9-1-1 call reported a vehicle fire on northbound
Highway 280, south of Edgewood Road. A green Toyota Corolla was found fully engulfed, with flames
spreading to the adjacent hillside vegetation. Responding units from Woodside Fire Protection District (WFPD),
in coordination with CAL FIRE and the California Highway Patrol (CHP), contained the incident before it
caused greater damage.

Fire Investigation Findings:

A fire investigation determined the fire originated in the vehicle’s engine compartment. Evidence and the
vehicle owner’s statement confirmed that the ignition of the fire was likely caused by a mechanical or electrical
malfunction. Strong winds, dry vegetation, and steep slopes contributed to the rapid spread. The fire briefly
extended into the Mission Trail area, where portions of residential fencing sustained minor damage from cut
fencing.

No structures were lost, and no injuries were reported. The investigation concluded the cause was accidental
with no evidence of criminal activity. There was no need for evacuation of the surrounding neighborhood.

Fire Response

o Multiple Alarms: Crews escalated the incident to a 4th Alarm, deploying resources for structure
protection and intel on fire spread..

e Unified Command: WFPD, CAL FIRE, and San Mateo County Sheriff's Office established Unified
Command. CHP closed freeway and ramps for safety.

e Containment: Forward progress was stopped by 6:00 p.m., with Fire Watch crews monitoring conditions
overnight and the next day.

o State Resources Deployed: CAL FIRE mobilized aircraft, helicopters, engines, crews, and bulldozers
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Public Concerns & Preparedness:

Many residents expressed concern about what actions to take during the incident. WFPD emphasizes:

Evacuation Notifications: Had evacuations been warranted, WFPD would have used multiple channels,
including IPAWS, SMC Alert, and Genasys Protect to issue official orders.

o The Integrated Public Alert & Warning System (IPAWS) is a nationwide emergency alert
system managed by FEMA. It gives authorized agencies — like the Woodside Fire Protection
District (WFPD) through San Mateo County’s Department of Emergency Management— the ability
to send urgent alerts that reach the public through:

= Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA): short text-like alerts on your cell phone.
= Emergency Alert System (EAS): interruptions on TV and radio.
= NOAA Weather Radios: broadcasts through the National Weather Service network.

Trusted Situational Awareness Tools: Applications such as Watch Duty provide valuable, real-time fire
updates. However, residents should remember these tools are not official evacuation order systems.
Personal Preparedness: Always be ready to evacuate, especially if you have livestock, mobility
limitations, or are part of the elderly population. Early evacuation is safest. If you feel unsafe, you are
always free to leave—official orders are not required. Once the fire is contained and the area is safe,
residents may return.

How WFPD Uses IPAWS:

If a fire or other emergency in our district required evacuation or immediate public action, WFPD could issue
alerts through IPAWS in addition to our local systems. That means residents could receive life-saving
instructions not only through SMC Alert and Genasys Protect, but also directly on their phones, radios, and
televisions.

Conclusion:

This incident demonstrates the importance of preparedness. While this fire was contained quickly and no
evacuations were necessary, the outcome could have been different under stronger winds or drier conditions.

We urge all residents to:

Sign up for official alerts (SMC Alert, Genasys Protect).

Use Watch Duty for situational updates.

Have an evacuation plan for family, pets, and livestock.

Go to WPV-Ready Home for more information on how to be prepared and all about the many
resources available.
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