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Welcome to the new and improved Public Education Newsletter called
“The Ready Resident”. We've refreshed the look, expanded our content,
and can't wait for you to explore what's new.

Keep reading to
learn how to get
ahead of fire
season and dates
for upcoming
district events!




This past Saturday, 30 members of
our WPV-CERT community came
together for our Spring Skills Day
and Disaster Exercise — a hands-on
day where training meets real-world
scenarios.

This year, we ran two exercises
at the same time:
e One for CERT students
completing their Basic Training
e One for volunteers practicing in
leadership roles as part of an
Incident Management Team
(IMT) — the group responsible
for organizing resources,
coordinating teams, and
managing information during an
emergency

CERT students rotated through
realistic scenarios with volunteer
“victims” and instructors, practicing
critical skills like triage, light search
and rescue, medical operations, and
team coordination. There was
plenty of hands-on problem-solving
— and navigating  complex
situations as a team.

DID YOU KNOW?

In a major disaster, your
neighbors are often the first to
help.

Emergency responders may be
delayed or overwhelmed —
which is why programs like WPV-
CERT matter. Volunteers are
trained to act quickly, safely, and
as a team until additional help
arrives.

That’s exactly what Skills Day
is all about — practicing these
real-world skills before they’re
needed.

A huge thank you to everyone who
made the day possible — especially
our volunteers and the firefighters
who support these trainings. It
takes a strong community to build a
strong response, and that was on
full display.

Interested in getting involved? WPV-
CERT Basic Training starts back up
in the fall, visit www.WPV-CERT.org
to learn more and see upcoming
training opportunities.



http://www.wpv-cert.org/
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CERT Photos




Is your young adult ready to babysit
safely and confidently? Join us for
Safe Sitter® Training on April 18 at
Station 19 (4091 Jefferson Ave).

This nationally recognized program
teaches young teens essential life
and safety skills, including basic first
aid, choking rescue, safety
awareness, and how to handle
common childcare situations
responsibly. Participants also learn
business  skills, communication
techniques, and how to respond to
emergencies while caring for
children.

This hands-on class empowers
adolescents in grades 6-8 to become
safe, capable, and prepared
babysitters — and gives parents
peace of mind.

Cost: $45

Email sborown@woodsidefire.gov
to register

We're excited to share that the
Bureau of Fire Prevention & Life
Safety  with Woodside Fire
Protection District is now on
Instagram!

Follow @learnpreparesurvive for:
® Fire prevention tips you can use
at home
e Simple preparedness ideas for
everyday life
e Updates on programs, trainings,
and community events
¢ Behind-the-scenes content from
your local fire prevention team
It's an easy way to stay informed, pick
up quick safety tips, and stay
connected with what's happening in
your community.

Give us a follow — and share with
your neighbors.




Monday, April 21 - 6:30-9:30 PM

Want to play a key role in keeping
your neighborhood connected
during an emergency?

Join us for Ready Communicator
training, designed for community
members who want to help share
critical information when phones
and internet may not be available.

You'll learn how to:

e Use radios and follow basic
emergency communication
protocols

¢ Help coordinate information
within your neighborhood

e Support communication roles
within a WPV-Ready Node

No prior experience is needed —
just an interest in helping your
community stay informed and
connected.

WHY IT MATTERS

When communication systems
fail, neighbors become the
network.

During a disaster, cell service
and internet may be unreliable or
unavailable. Ready
Communicators help keep
information moving — sharing
updates, identifying needs, and
connecting neighborhoods to
the bigger picture.

It’s a simple role that makes a
big difference.

Space is limited and RSVP is
required. Scan the QR code to
register!
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Feature Story - Terry and Carol Walters

Terry and Carol Walters are a great example of how proactive steps can
make a real difference in wildfire safety. Through thoughtful home
hardening and maintaining defensible space around their property,
they've taken important measures to reduce wildfire risk and protect their
home from flying embers and nearby flames—one of the leading causes
of home ignition during wildfires. Their dedication not only helps
safeguard their own home, but also strengthens the safety of the entire
community. Great job, Terry and Carol—keep up the amazing work in
making your home and neighborhood more fire resilient!
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Terry and Carol Walters' Home

Check out their video HERE



https://youtu.be/sEJ_qn6kgGM?si=XlJfBICAx_piO7KG
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April Is Your Window - Get Ahead Of Fire Season
Now

April is your last real opportunity to prepare before fire season ramps up
— and the most important place to start is Zone Zero: the first 5 feet
around your home. This area is where embers are most likely to land.
During a wildfire, embers can travel more than a mile — and this is often
where homes ignite.

Start here:
e Remove mulch, dead leaves, and pine needles
e Move wood piles and storage away from your home
e Clear anything touching or up against exterior walls (including patio
furniture and décor)
A clean Zone Zero makes a big difference.

Then work your way out:
e Add 1/8-inch metal mesh screens to attic and garage vents
e Space plants so fire can't easily spread from one to another
e Clean out gutters and roof alleys to remove built-up debris

Know what a Red Flag Warning means:

These are the days when fire risk is at its highest.
e Hot temperatures, low humidity, and strong winds
e Fires can start easily and spread quickly

During Red Flag Warnings:
e No outdoor burning of any kind
e Avoid using spark-producing equipment near dry vegetation
e Don't park vehicles on dry grass (hot exhaust systems can ignite it)




5-30 FEET

ZONE ZERO: START HERE
The first 5 feet around your home matters most.

This is where embers are most likely to land — and where
many homes ignite during a wildfire.

Clear it now:
« Remove mulch, leaves, and pine needles
« Move wood piles and storage away from your home
« Clear anything touching exterior walls (furniture,
planters, deécor)
Think of it this way:
If it can burn, it shouldn’t be within 5 feet of your home.

Small changes here make a big impact.
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WPV-Ready Nodes: A Simple Way Neighbors Stay

Connected

Program Update

At the end of March, residents from across
Woodside and Portola Valley joined us to learn
about WPV-Ready Nodes — a neighborhood-
based system designed to help communities
stay connected when everyday systems go
down. When power, cell service, internet, or
even 911 are disrupted, most of what people
need is still nearby — but without coordination,
those resources stay disconnected. That's
where a Ready Node comes in.

What Is a Ready Node?
A Ready Node is a pre-identified neighborhood
meeting spot where people can go after a
disaster to:

¢ Share reliable information

¢ Ask for help or offer support

¢ Connect with neighbors and local

resources

Think of it as a low-tech, in-person
communication hub for your neighborhood.
It activates after the immediate danger has
passed, once households are safe and able to
check in with one another.

DID YOU KNOW?

Most of what you need after a
disaster is already in your
neighborhood.

Tools, skills, and support are
often just a few doors away —
but without connection, they
can't be shared.

Ready Nodes help bring those
pieces together.




Built on Neighbors, Not Equipment
Ready Nodes are not about stockpiling supplies or having special gear.
They are built on relationships — neighbors who know each other and
are ready to help.
¢ Small local volunteer groups (2-3 people) help organize each Node
* Residents can step in and help, even without prior training
* The goal is simple: connect, share, and support one another

Connected to a Bigger System
Ready Nodes don't operate alone — they connect with:
¢ Ready Communicators using the ReadyNet radio system
e WPV-CERT teams
* Woodside Fire Protection District
This allows important information and urgent needs to move beyond
the neighborhood when needed.

Why It Matters
When systems go down, communities don't stop functioning — they
adapt.
Ready Nodes help neighbors:
¢ Stay informed
Reduce confusion and panic
Share resources and skills
Support one another until additional help arrives

Get Involved
Interested in starting or joining a Ready Node in your neighborhood?
Visit WoodsideFire.org or reach out — we'll help you take the first step.




FIRE STATION

THANK YOU

Click HERE to be directed to the
WFPD website!



https://www.woodsidefire.org/
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