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Keep reading to
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Woodside Fire Protection District: Bureau of Fire Prevention and Life Safety 

Welcome to the new and improved Public Education Newsletter called
“The Ready Resident”. We’ve refreshed the look, expanded our content,

and can’t wait for you to explore what’s new.



This month, we're encouraging every resident to take at least one
concrete preparedness action. Whether that's clearing Zone Zero,
assembling a go-bag, or signing up for emergency alerts — every step
counts.

Every May, fire agencies across California designate Wildfire Awareness
Month as a focused call to action for residents living in and near fire-prone
areas. For the communities within the Woodside Fire Protection District —
Woodside, Portola Valley, Ladera, Skyline, Los Trancos, Vista Verde, and
Emerald Hills — all situated squarely in the Wildland-Urban Interface, this
month is especially relevant.

Wildfires in our region don't wait for a formal fire season. Warm
temperatures, low humidity, and wind events can create dangerous
conditions as early as spring. May is the time to make sure your household,
your property, and your neighbors are ready. 

May is Wildfire Awareness Month 
Take action now - Before fire season arrives in full force

May



When a wildfire threatens your area, the decisions you make in the
first minutes matter most. The Ready, Set, Go! program —
developed by the International Association of Fire Chiefs in
partnership with CAL FIRE — gives residents a simple, three-stage
framework for evacuation. 

The most important principle: don't
wait to be told to leave. Leaving early
— before roads are congested and
visibility drops — gives you the
greatest margin of safety. If you feel
unsafe, go. 

Download the full Ready, Set, Go! guide
and build your household evacuation plan
at www.ReadyForWildfire.org

 Know When to Go:
The Ready, Set, Go! Program 
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More resources, checklists, and defensible space guides at
www.ReadyForWildfire.org and www.WoodsideFire.org.

Use Wildfire Preparedness Month as your annual reset. Here are five
actions to complete before June: 
1. Clear Zone Zero. Remove all combustible materials — mulch, dead
leaves, wood piles, stored items — from the 5-foot perimeter around
your home. 

2. Build or refresh your go-bag. Medications, documents, chargers,
water, clothes, and cash. Keep it accessible. Visit
www.ReadyForWildfire.org for a full packing list. 

3. Confirm your evacuation routes. Know at least two ways out of
your neighborhood. Practice the route with your household. 

4. Sign up or update SMC Alert. Make sure your household is enrolled
and your contact information is current at smcalert.info. Monitor
weather conditions at weather.gov. 

5. Talk to your neighbors. Does everyone on your street know their
routes? Does someone nearby need extra help evacuating? A five-
minute conversation now can make all the difference later. 

6. Check on older adults, neighbors with mobility needs, and
households with pets.

Your May Preparedness Checklist
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Clearing vegetation is one of the most effective things you can do to
protect your home from wildfire — and this program makes it easier.
Eligible residents within the Woodside Fire Protection District —
including Woodside, Portola Valley, Ladera, Skyline, Los Trancos, Vista
Verde, and Emerald Hills — can have cut brush and woody vegetation
chipped on-site at no cost. Cut it, pile it near the road, and we'll take
care of the rest.

New This Year: Registration Is Required
To receive chipping services, you must register in advance at
www.ChipperDay.com. Once registered, you'll be notified of your
pick-up date by email, with an option to opt in for text notifications.
Please note that mailers will no longer be sent. If you receive a home
assessment report in the coming months, your pick-up date will be
included there.

If two pick-up dates are available in your area, you may only sign up
for one at a time. Once your first pile has been collected, you can
return to the system and sign up for a second pick-up.

Free Chipper Program: Turn Brush Into
Reduced Risk

May
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Why Register?
Registration isn't just an administrative step — it directly benefits you
and your community. Here's why it matters:

Your pile won't get missed. It's logged in our system under
your address, so there's no confusion with neighboring piles.
It helps us work smarter. Reservations allow our crews to
plan routes efficiently and spend more time on other critical
fire protection work, including maintaining evacuation right-of-
way routes, testing and maintaining hydrants, and fuel
mitigation in high-risk areas across the district.
It builds a stronger case for our community. Every
reservation generates data — number of participants, piles
collected, and total vegetation chipped. That data is reported
at the end of the season and is especially valuable for Firewise
community recognition. It also strengthens our applications for
grants that fund fire safety initiatives throughout the district.

Your participation isn't just good for your property — it's part of a
larger effort to demonstrate our community's commitment to
wildfire preparedness.

Important: Brush is chipped back on-site, with the exception of certain
areas. Homeowners are responsible for pulling back and spreading
chips, or removing them from the area.
Your participation makes a real difference. Thank you for helping keep
our community safe. For more information about the Chipper
Program, visit www.WoodsideFire.org.

Free Chipper Program: Turn Brush Into
Reduced Risk
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Pile Guidelines
To ensure your pile can be collected safely and efficiently, please
follow these rules:

Lay all vegetation with the base of branches or plants facing
the street, at the curb by 8am Monday
Maximum pile size: 20' (L) x 5' (H) — or 10' x 10' if space is
limited (total maximum: 100 sq ft per parcel)
Nothing larger than 8" in diameter can be chipped
Keep piles within 5' of truck access where the truck can pull
up and turn around
Do not block roads, driveways, pedestrian paths, hydrants,
or utility poles
Do not place piles on dry grass or against structures, trees,
brush, or fences
Do not bag or tie vegetation
Piles on sloped properties should be placed on the uphill
side of the drive or road when possible
Piles may not be placed behind fences or closed gates
One pile per reservation

Piles with unpermitted items, or any portion exceeding the size limits,
may be left behind and will become the homeowner's responsibility
to remove.

Free Chipper Program: Turn Brush Into
Reduced Risk

May



I want to share something with you that has changed the way I look at
homes in our community. My goal isn't to hand you a list of things
you've done wrong. It's to share a way of thinking — one that I believe
can genuinely shift how you see your own property, and give you the
tools to act on what you find. 

That idea is what I call Thinking Like Fire. 

What does fire see when it looks at your home?

Fire doesn't evaluate your home the way an inspector might. It doesn't
distinguish between expensive landscaping and neglected corners,
between a beautifully designed deck and a forgotten pile of wood
stacked against the fence. It follows pathways. It looks for connections.
A single ember landing in the right place — on a doormat, in a gutter
full of debris, against a wood fence that runs all the way to the house
— can be enough. 
What I've come to understand is that no single vulnerability exists in
isolation. They connect to each other. A fence becomes a wick. Mulch
near the foundation becomes a bridge. An unscreened vent becomes
an entry point. When you start to see those connections, the steps you
can take to interrupt them become much clearer — and much less
overwhelming. 
That's what Thinking Like Fire is about: not a checklist to complete out
of obligation, but a new lens for seeing your property. One that helps
you understand why certain things matter, and what you can
realistically do about them. 

 Thinking Like Fire 🔍
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A note from your Emergency Preparedness Coordinator



 
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator -
Woodside Fire Protection District

Small changes, made thoughtfully, can interrupt a fire's path entirely

You don't have to do everything at once. You don't have to be an
expert. You just have to be willing to look at your home with fresh
eyes and ask a few different questions when you walk around it:

What is touching my house right now that could carry a flame to
it? 
Where would an ember land on my property — and what would it
find there? 
Is there a clear separation between my home and the vegetation
around it? 

Those questions are the beginning. You don’t have to wait for an
inspection to begin seeing vulnerabilities differently. You just need
a new way of seeing what's already there — and once you have it,
you can't unsee it. 

That's the shift I'm hoping for. Not compliance. Not a checklist. Just
a different perspective — one that puts you in the driver's seat of
your own preparedness. 

Selena Brown

 Thinking Like Fire 🔍
A note from your Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
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Want to continue the conversation?

Join us for a virtual presentation of Thinking Like Fire on Friday,
May 29th at 5:00 PM via Zoom. This presentation expands on the
concepts in this article and explores how wildfire behaves, how
homes ignite, and how residents can begin making practical,
realistic changes to reduce risk over time.
This is not a presentation about enforcement or complicated
checklists — it’s about understanding wildfire behavior in a way
that helps you make informed decisions for your home and
neighborhood.

Zoom Link:
https://tinyurl.com/ThinkingLikeFireWFPD

https://tinyurl.com/ThinkingLikeFire


Throughout Wildfire Awareness Month, WFPD will be sharing
tips, resources, and local preparedness content on Instagram.
Follow @learnpreparesurvive and share with your neighbors.

📱 Follow Us on Instagram
@learnpreparesurvive



Click HERE to be directed to the
WFPD website! 

Prepared Communities Are Strong Communities.
Thank You.

https://www.woodsidefire.org/
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