Los Trancos
Fire Safe Grant

Dear Resident:

To increase our community's resilience against the growing threat of wildfire, Fire Safe
San Mateo County, Fire Safe Santa Clara County, and the Woodside Fire Protection
District, (WFPD) are performing critical vegetation management within the public Right-
of-Way adjacent to your property along Los Trancos Rd.

Program Purpose

This work is the result of a comprehensive safety initiative launched by Fire Safe San
Mateo County and Fire Safe Santa Clara County. Jointly, they applied and were awarded
an Escape Route and Community Engagement Grant for Los Trancos Rd. Mitigation work
and hazardous tree removal will be performed in the Right-of-Way by Woodside Fire
Protection District’s Fuel Mitigation crew. The work will be starting Tuesday June 2, 2026
and continue in various phases through the summer. This project is a direct
implementation of those safety standards to protect our community from the evolving
threat of climate-driven wildfires.

Why This Work is Essential

Our primary goal is to ensure that in the event of a fire, our roads remain functional and
safe for first responders and residents. This includes:

« Emergency Access: Raising tree canopies to 14 feet 6 inches to allow fire
apparatus clear passage.

o Safe Evacuation: Removing hazardous overgrowth to a distance of at least 5 feet
from the edge of the road, or to the private property line where necessary, to
ensure residents can exit the area safely.

e Fire Mitigation: Undergrowth will be lifted to a minimum height of 6 feet to remove
"ladder fuels" that allow ground fires to climb into the tree canopy.

The Importance of Professional Execution

This work is being performed by trained fire safety and vegetation specialists. Itis
vital that these professionals manage this process because:



e Specialized Knowledge: They are trained to identify specific hazard trees and
fuel sources that pose the highest risk.

e Technical Standards: They ensure all trimming meets strict forestry and fire-code
requirements while maintaining the health of the local canopy.

e Strategic Safety: Their work is designed to improve visibility and safety for all—
drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians alike.

« Environmental Concerns: There will be a Biologist that survey’s the site. The
crew are very knowledgeable about Environmental concerns.

Community Cooperation

We ask for your patience and support as we perform these vital safety upgrades. Please
be mindful of crews working near the roadway.

Note: This is separate from the annual residential chipper program. Please do not
place private property vegetation at the curb until three weeks prior to your scheduled
chipping date.

Questions? Dan Dempsey (ddempsey@woodsidefire.gov).
Thank you for your cooperation in our proactive wildfire resiliency efforts.

Sincerely,
Penses Spon P {Demporey

Denise Enea Dan Dempsey
Executive Director Fuel Management Engineer
Fire Safe San Mateo County Woodside Fire Protection District



